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Recently amof sm‘
dents from George Mason
University in Washington,
D.C,, volunteered dunng
their spring break to.

the local estuary by bui
ing an oyster reef as part
of the OWMReefnestora-
tion Project.
Through the aiterna-

smal' gro s og George

ts travel to
locat:ons in the’ United
States to participate in
sew.er_al service-oriented

“Martin County has
been hosting our alterna-
tives break program
for sev e
coming makinga
difference for the environ-
ment,” saldCha:IesCoats.
Alternative Spnng Break
site leader,

During theu' break,
students filled more than
bags with 20-30 pounds of
oyster cultch (fossilized
shell and limestone rock,
which m ‘hard materials

to provide points.
of attachment for oysters)
and deposited the bags
into river at Flagler Park.

The oyster bagging
event is part of the near-
shore component of the
Oyster Reef Restoration
. Project in collaboration
with Florida -

ic Society. This phase of
the project entails collect-
ing used oyster, clam and
mussel shells from local
aurants which will be
%&l by volunteers and
createjnshmoys-

ter reefs. Newv ove

tmgs

- placed inshore of some of
the restored reefs, reduc-
ing shorelme erosion and
Eesultmg mthe sediment

tgm bagging: 9 a.m.
April 30 at Britt Poim lo-
cated on the North side of
the old Roosevelt Bridge,

Oyster deployment: 9
a.m.MayMatFlaglerPark
in Stuart.
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