Man has
tiesto
county
founders

By Samantha Joseph
sjosepha@hometownnewsol.com

MARTIN COUNTY — Rick
Hartman has a direct connec-
tion to much of Martin Coun-
v’s history.

Two of his great grandfa-
thers wuere instrumental in
establishing the county, and
served as the first mayors of
two of ils cities.

This month, the Stuart Her-

imge group, a nanprofit dedi- |

cated 1o preserving details
about the ared’s histary and
is founding familics, paid
ribute to Mr  Hartmans
ancestry and featured him at

< was) An n) pomlh'it\r
10 have our wwn's rich history
spring 1o life through the
witing of one familys own
stories passed down through
the pencrations,” safd Start
Heritage President Mary Wal-
ton- Innes.m T

Among the notable triviain
Mr. Hartman’s history is a
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connection to area land-
marks.

Ricou Street in Jensen
Beach is named for his
ancestor, as is the building
with the same name across
the street from the railroad
track. His great grandfather,
Ransom Ricou, promised
Henry Flagler hed erect a
building made of brick, not
board, at the station, if the
railroad tycoon would create
astop in Jensen Beach.

Mr. Ricou was a business-
man who owned 11 fish

houses from Cape Canaveral

to KeyWest, according to the
Stuart H
_He and Mr. Flagler were
and they part-
nered to restore the town's
commerce after the Jensen
Beach fire of 1908, "
“My family goes hde in
Florida to before the Civil
War," said Mr Hartman.
“This wasn't Martin County
yet when they moved here.

His history dates back to
1893, when the Ricou family,
his mothers ancestors,
moved to the area.

His paternal aneestors,
the MeDonalds, came in
1912. A relative from that
group, JB McDonald, was
Stuart’s first mayor. He was -
also a former Methodist
minister and the superin-
tendent of schools when
Stuart was originally part of
Palm Beach County, accord-
ing to Stuart Heritage.

A few years later, in 1925,
Mr. McDonald’s daughter.
Mary Elizabeth, married Mr.
Hartman’s son, Ralph Sr.,
Stuart’s long-time postmas-
ter. The couple would even-
tually become Rick’s grand-
parents, and their family
would also yield two more

- mayors of Stuart.

“We've been here a long
time," said Mr. Hartmnan. “If
you picked up (local histori-

~an) Sandy Thurlow's book
on Martin County and
logked up Ricou, McDonald
or Hartman, there are a lot of




