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Teamassembled for Florida Inland Port off to good start

Let’s make a few things
clearupfront. No,I have not
been paid off or lobbied by
potential developers of an
inland portin southwestern
St. Lucie County. My pas-
sion for the environment
and maintaining the qual-
ity of life in the county is
undiminished.

But, following a presen-
tation on the possible cre-
ation of what 1s now called
the FloridaInland Port, my
mind is open to the possi-
bility that the project’s ben-
efits might far outweigh the
negative impacts. Analyses
ofinfrastructure needs and
funding, economic factors
and effects on the environ-
ment may sway me toward
opposition, but 'm willing
tolisten to what the develop-
ers are pitching until those
details are revealed.

While the project is es-
sentially the same that was
pitched to Port St. Lucie
whichnarrowly rejected the
proposal, there have been
some significant changes
in the presentation as it was
pitched last week during a
meeting with the St. Lucie
County Commission.

The project may have
been oversold to Port St.
Luciebytwtin% upto36,000
potential jobs for what was
then called the Treasure
Coast Intermodal Cam-
pus. Skepticism about those
numbers led to skepticism
about the project overall. No
projectionof jobs was made
during the presentation to
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county commissioners.

Doubts were also raised
as to whether the develop-
ers of the site — primarily
local ownersofagricultural
land — had the expertise to
pull off the kind of project
proposed.

Assembled for the pre-
sentation last week was a
dream team of representa-
tives from real estate, port
development, law and engi-
neering with national and
international experience
and reputations. Leading
the presentation was John
Carver, executive vice presi-
dent of Jones Lang LaSalle,
the world’s leading real
estate services company,
who had come in from Los
Angelestodemonstratethe
seriousness of the project
and its potential. (Former
NFL star Roger Staubach
is an executive chairman
of the company, not that it
matters very much, though
it’sinteresting.)

As being envisioned,
the Florida Inland Port
would be constructed on a
4,000-acre site in St. Lucie
County and would serve
all the deep-water ports in
Florida from Jacksonville

to Miami. Cargo containers
would be shipped by rail to
the inland port for ware-
housing, distribution and
parts assembly, if required.
The products would thenbe
shipped largely by truck to
final destinations, primarily
within Florida.

The need for an inland
portinFloridais la:gely due
to the anticipated demand
for a central site away from
the immediate port areas for
cargobeing shippedthrough
the Panama Canal, whichis
being expanded to handle
larger container cargo shi
The containers need to
moved quickly to make
room for other incoming
ships.

AsIopen my mind tothe
potential benefits, it’salittle
disconcerting to find my-
self possibly on the side of
state Rep. Debbie Mayfield,
R-VeroBeach, withwhomI
seldom agree.

Mayfield was present for
last week’s workshop and
said, “It’s not a matter of
whether we'regoing to have
an inland port in Florida,
but where we're going
to have an inland port in
Florida.” She said she will
be working at the state level
to see that aninland port is
developed.

The Florida Inland Port
could be expected to cre-
ate thousands of jobs and
thousands more spinoffjobs.
Privateinvestment would be
inthe hundreds of millions
of dollars.

Carver said he doesn't
anticipate funding for the
project to be a significant
issue, “We’re talking to
several parties about Flori-
da and the inland port,” he
said. “There’s plenty of capi-
tal out there from the private
sector.”

Based on the few com-
ments and questions raised
by commissioners during
the meeting, it appears
there may be ieneral sup-
port among them for the
project. But, it’s still early
in the process. Commis-
sion Chairman Chris Craft
said he anticipates “many”
public meetings with the
developers before any de-
cisions havebeen made. The
developershavenot yeteven
submitted a formal applica-
tion for the project.

The developers seem to
have learned some hard
lessons from their failure
to get approval for their
project from the city of
Port St. Lucie. If they hope
to getapproval from county
commissioners, they arego-
ing to have to be open and
complete in outlining de-
tails to the public on both
the benefits and potential
costs to the people of St.
Lucie County.

They got off to a good
start last week. But, the
hardersellingjob lies ahead.

Follow Michael Goforth's blog at
TCPalm.com/goforth. Contact
him at 772-409-1332 or michael.
goforth@scripps.com.



